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Cast of Characters
JOHN BURTON, now tenth marquis

¦%. of Castleton and :i multimillion¬
aire, formerly a potty foreman for

"-the Plalnfleld Steel Works.
.JOSEPH LAWKKNOK UK A 1\ I". alias
.. "Gentleman Joe." ex-con\ i<¦ t. pri¬

vate secretary to Hurton
GERTRPPE. dancing girl at Pro-'

fessor Moretti's. to wlimn Prnke
¦- vas pnca^O'l before his fall from

grace.
PROFESSOR MORETTI. dancing

teacher, wlio preys <»n his rich
pupils

WALL-KVEl' 1111,!.. ex-convict, who
"did time" with Prake.

: :comi Kim so nr..

I 'Irit Oil J'.

"TUP. 1 M»KH-\VOI» l.lh*

"The \\ rnklliiB'"

CHAPTER III.
The tenth Marquis of Castleton found

ttie transit ion from t li«» crime of the
Plainfleld Step' works and the squalor
of a "flfth-rate American boarding-
house to the ordered magnificence and
'trim beauty of an English aristocrat's
surroundings a good deal m<>re trying
than he expected. 'Irarte.i ir. »«>d health
and a true 7.est in life, it is quest ion-
.able whether poverty is 11. t a f.u hap¬
pier state than riches for the average
man or woman. At any rate once the
-legal formalities connected with the
succession to the title wore gotten over,
»the newly fledged marquis found him¬
self bored to weariness l>y the cere¬
monious state in which i .. was coni-
pelled to live

Life In a hit; l.ondon hotel was
pleasant enough The treat . stahlish-
ments -which cater for the passing guest
used to be patronized so extensively hv
Americans before The war that their
'methods and ways had been almost
unconsciously adapted t"« trans atl.intic
vBtant^rds Even when the outbreak
'of hostilities replaced the ?1 <.<¦ f "r-

dlnary visitors with army «.'V.¦ . ri and
their relatives, the atmosphere <.f th«
hotel did not change. Th<-n. w.miIit
permitting, there was always the n-
flnlte variety of old London to till the
daylight hours, while scores of theaters
offered rival ait i a> tb>:.s for th< even-
lng.

It was only when 11>. stalwart young"marquis traveled to nnitry seat
in Midlands, and . d- iv-.red t make
himself at home an ong a . whom
he felt that h'e ouuht t" ons <1« r as h:s
own kith and kin. that his trouble-
really began. He was awed i- to sub¬
missive sllen.-e li\ .i m --r -ii|>eii..r
estate agent 11: > tenants ns -ted 11
regarding htm a humorist merely
because he sp"kc with an Am- ri an ac¬
cent. He was frank!} afraid .i portly
butler, who seemed to watch every
mouthful he ate, and disapprove In
silent horror of his table manners.

... Thus, the butler blanched visibly
when his lordship hi I;.- t w egy .nto
a glass tumbh r and m:\ed them there¬
in a la mode At: ej t; Next tu¦ ru¬
ing John trie.i .

,n egg !.. th<*
English fashion. . d made a h't:
mess on the tal»l*-« lie felt he
ought to apologize t>> his own ser v.tti! -

yet was cons- 'ous f t! .. rritat g fa .

that the American r . . ii f . i; g
boiled eggs was i -g|it -'- I 1'
one, whereas t». . !.¦ '

Juggling with a i .

email spoon (.
tlons#of traiti'.i*- .« -

In a word, thf
settled down Into
Ingly pleasant «-n\ tr- t '

.. t
call of the bio i
he returned to . -. ..

It must be tea . ' t-. « ;d
not ignore »..!... . .

by the revival:-t ,'<.¦< : < .- )'. r.,
or the Serious : i: i-
ed to have brr. t-'r . .

w .'*.
great wealth a:. -gr. .

He thought. ! .<.. '
.< -tl

with certa.it. ;¦.... '

In the land < ' r11 . :

country w h -.
..

as yet dlstl:." *. .' ^ .. g
to America, !.«.
tie, and th . .

besets th»- ;.
a land of
as plain J'.d.t. .. t t he :.
tered New V irk
This re ve: - v. . »

cause th»; pas-p rt v.
lng to Ergl': 1 w :. «.» v
first brought

^ruony w is

correct na:: . / . . ..
Btates.
He dl 1 r . i...

Such a co'.-" '
:

tersely, w<
trouble, but h< '

in a town
varied soci-il
other words , ..

>; himself to :.

and study r

natelv, his .

and innate s. ? .

.J from s'-f-uii g . i
perienced m<-nt..:

I peetjed wa« the
man of t)i w -»i: I
dependent eithe- r., >.

!fr; yield to Its dlr>-cii r
.j.- able. Ho, like eve:

nature, he paid :n f
bought experleii ..

Oddly enough. 1- t
gain a good deal in >i.

'. took dancing lesson- v.
anyone'* advice, he v.-. ,.?.
dancing academy wh-. . ,

*yA The/ein fort t .

' .curvy trick, because i:

City he could ha i d I y e »..
worse hands than th >
Morettl, a tall, swart hv. ..

Italian who blended a .. a , \ |
noes In | his art with a crafty
designing nature that m

among his wealtliler pup!:*-
.. . One night John had be»-: . jt

'r,_ ter and had seen some now w >.
pre*ented a psychological prob.ern fr

i; ah unfamiliar angle. On ti-tur
home, feeling restless, he decide!

w; #moke end think out a perplexlr.^

nation on the lines suggested by the
dramatist. lie entered the library, &
favorite room whero ho could always
secure a certain measure of privacy.

It was Ills habit, when deeply moved,
to pace back and forth In front of a

spacious fireplace. Hut tho floor was
richly carpeted, and his movements
were so silent that when a slight rasp¬
ing sound came from the dining-room
.which was <>n the same level but
across the entrance hall.he became
aware of it Instantly.
At lirst he gave tho matter little

hec<l The midnight noises of a still
house are curious ami often inexpli¬
cable. The wind, a mouse, the snap- J
ping of a liber in a piece of dry furni¬
ture, the crumbling of mortar behind
i mains.-ot .these and many other

. piite normal agencies will attract the
wakeful oar. John, however, could not
remain under a delusion when he dis¬
tinctly- heard a window raised stealth¬
ily. lie swiftly switched <>fT the light
in the library, opened the door as noise¬
lessly as possible, and crept on tiptoe
n< ross the parquet flooring of the hall.
The dining-room door stood ajar. A

llood "f moonlight rendered tho in- 1
tcrior sutllciently visible for objects to
\<f distinguishable with clearness,
John caught a sidelong view of a man jfurtively examining the silver on the
sideboard. The raised window told the
rest of tlie story.

It was easy to calculate the distance
for. an effective spring. Before tho
would-bo thief well knew what was
happening, tho outraged owner of the
house had him pinned to tho floor. In¬
cidentally, tho marauder had received
such a blow on the Jaw that ho was
knocked Into momentarily Insensibil¬
ity. Thereupon, John picked him up.
tirst riming his hands lightly over the
man's clothes to make sure he was
not carrying a revolver. Then he car-
r:<-d burglar into the library, put
him mi a chair near the table and )switched on the light. \Vlthnut fur¬
ther ado, he went to the telephone and
called for the police station.
"Husy," said the exchange operator,

"but I'll call you just as soon as they
t! through."

"All right," said John, turning his
:ition to the captive, who showed

signs of reviving.
.n the table stood a plate of daint¬

ily made sandwiches and a class of
milk. John's habits were irregular at
times, and his servants had oi'.'ers to
leave slme light refreshments avail-
able at night in case he felt sleepless
and de Ided to sit up and r« ad
The burglar's face invited scrutiny.

Its general expression spoke of Intel-'
lectuality and gentleness. The chin
was weak, the forehead lofty, the nose
.:alcht and well-formed, the mouth

flexible and fnder us a woman's.
1 ¦ th. r\\ the p. m w is an unsavory
Object. 1! .s lothf s were those of the
poverty-stri. ken, and his person was
unkempt. John noticed that his hands
were well shaped and obviously un¬
used to hard work.
When the i. m recovered his wits, a

singular .thing happened. Ills eyes
seemed to be fascinated by the sight
of the food. With a sublime Indlffer-
< :i' to all other considerations, he
tr<-tilled nut trembling fingers, grab¬
bed a sandwich, and ate it voraciouslyJohn !. t him do it. and watched him
li en ! e swallowed some of the milk.
¦'--*) ! ''^.ed another sandwich. At that
: orr.erit the telephone b»ll rang. Trie

« r alllc Jangle startled th" th.« f nto
' '.i dnsclousness. He gaz<-d ,p at

.i with a dawning look of Terror
: wa- pitiful In Its ahasemerit. Kvl-

he understood what the ring'.) .t b«-ll meant.
1'. he d:d not stop eating, On th*

. . a. v.. he was orily more »ai'»r to
levour the rest of the food on the
plate John watched him with In-

r k amazement Th» b»ll rang^gain. He picked up th* receiver,
put It back on Its hook; th»¦ r. he

moved closer to his prisoner and v*?.-
a*, ll'lm curiously.

"Well, what's tho use? Go ahead,
Get busy with the phone."
"You make mo tired," said John.

Vale, a hank and a pretty Rirl! That's
a Rood start for a play."

"It's God's truth, anyhow," protested
Drake fiercely, "you won't hellevo It,
perhaps, but my first break came about
through Gertrude's mother. She was
suffering from tuberculosis, but could
lie cured if Riven proper attention.
The family was not well llxed financial¬
ly, so l helped a bit.not much, but
enough to reiluco the size of my wad.
I tried to even things up in a poker
game. It all occurred in one night. 1
deliberately Joined a fast set, drank
heavily that evening, played a crazy
game, lost all the time, and gave an
I. O. U. j
"The brute who took it came to the 1

bank next day and shoved it in at my
window. I asked for time, but ho
raised his voice and said if 1 djfln't
come across thero would be trouble. 1
lost my nerve.-I never was a cast-iron
proposition, anyhow.and promised to1
meet him that evening with the bills.'
When an opportunity offered, I took the
money from the drawer. Then began
the easy slide. Krasures, false bal-
ances, wild plunging to get out of tho
mess and an examination of my books
by a bank Inspector. Almost beforo
I knew where 1 was, I heard a judge
giving me two years. And during
those two years in Jail I nover for¬
got Gertrude's shriek through the
courthouse when she heard my acn-
tence. Sir, I've been all In ever since."
"How about the next five years?"

Inquired Burton.
"What do you think?" said Drake

bitterly. "Prison doesn't reform a man.
It taught me to be a sure-enough crim¬
inal. A cellmate put me up to a few
wrinkles, but we didn't make much
show in the profession. We were let
out together, were grabbed on our
first Job, and I was sent up again.this
time for five years. The minister got
hold of me during that time, and I
promised, with God's help, to go
straight. / But it was hopeless. It al¬
ways it. '

"I've been out now a month. 1 tried
to Ret a job in an office. The boss
wouldn't even listen when I.told him
something >>f my record. I made a

break at a laborer's stunt, but the
foreman looked at my hands and saw

they were soft. So he turned me down.
I couldn't even sit In the park that a
. .op didn't come alone and tell me to
cet a move on. The few dollars I
had when I left the cooler soon melted,
.My heart simply burnt with hate
against everybody in the world. I
was an outcast and felt like one. To-
nicht I saw your place, and tried to
get In. It's too easy. Any bum thief
<-an slip hack a window-catch with
a penknife. Have things properly
fixed. That's my advice in return for'
the food you've given me and your,
decent treatment. Now, ring up."
"What about Gertrude?"
Drake started, and his worn fare

lichted with a sort of dignity.
"Guess I've done my worst against

her already." he said "I wasn't going
ba k in'" her life, poor girl"
The men bent forward and hid his

face in the thin, nervous, delicate
hands which provided such a opious

\ to lils character.
I" r a long time a silence, broken

by Drake's sobs, reigned, in the
Then Burton said quietly

I.'ft up your head, Joe Drake, and
'""in to imagine yourself a roan
again I am going to give von a chan>
V u il leave here to-night with some
money in your pocket and a new hope
in your heart. Meet me to-morrow at
II o'clock outside the Atlantic Hotel,
and I'll take you to an outfitters. Get
yourself fixed up by a barber earlier
Then, with some decent clothes on
your body, you'll feel cleaner of soul
I am taking a chance, but I'll risk
it I want a secretary who will at-
tend to a heap of routine business
which doesn't interest rne. Mind you.
I Intend to trust you. You will no
longer be 'Gentleman Joe," but Joseph
Lawrence Drake, Gentleman See that
you don't betray rny confidence"
The other sprang to his feet, a;most

ri .-is with Joy and i?ratit-jde
"¦ io'id God! do you really rneari If""'

* i iii a voice cracked with

1 shall not go bark on a word I've
firsld." and Burton's outstretched hand
gave earnest of his intent
Drake broke down utterly * or.e
a dreriro. fie pocketed the b.lD

Ji'wton handed him; )i)m were so
blinded with tears that hi- be;,ef,v:tor
r. .'! ' o lead him through the <j .,,r

: '* the fi.'lll.

rflAJ'TKIt IV
'.'I lie Dnm-lug f.lrl."

f 'I might later. Burton i<ru<-;ii-
! 'I.nt h« a» somewhat In . . ears
hlf dam-trig lemons, and arranged

.'/ i:; % an afterrioon to tea( fur.g his
rebellious feet the i r. . r! < a > e h of the
i.-e a d' .X tey,;,. tljrl'.ey

' >' '.'.ok >. ij»«. and ei t;, if, . i«-<b n-
' in the inner shrine of hlgli so-
'let. He ordered hi;- > ai and sought

t-eretary's approval of the garb!
¦' r.. ?-.r t.i.ih an *pl< lou--! occasion.

ik,/. as cl'-j'arii 1 .. attired as ills
.i

' . ,ok ed 1,1 hi o .. < r > r It lc;, ||y a rid
. e>l hirn ' > K

/->/¦<. i he > ii r ». thing"" he said
fifth A . ef. iji. /, (bat rig

¦¦¦¦.. < «/» <,.'.¦ htiy flj.e da V and the
I' v. >., "¦! v, v, ho'* 'he duke?'"

*' 'of. ?rolled Dace of course, did
«*. r o /. 'i.a. i r,-- -/..it sddrei-idng a

.<. foaMjult T ii ii * far .fohn bad
/ *'***.., p.i i of ii 1 b dra-

*/.<. our.jr roer, went «/1< t to-
:. . '1 ?n'cre. 1 t >. .- i a r fjy evil

' . a rr . a r. fool* log i-hl ft y >e yed
v, ho > i .«* I v. 'It'en on hlr/l

r. t" b Mi.y. ijrrt '.'ript rihppencd
' a t . ') or, ;i f,« < ), / , , 1«..

«ob Jf. i , | wo
» r, vi» r ' > r t r> I! i> l.'b. e jr pr .. u

eM 'hHt.ybiJ 01 e of I af.> mi,I%v.b-
ti <. t ' Vil.bt. ¦¦i.yt,' rlgi.l Of tb'i *<5'>
r*' it i y

>ld >0', '/«^» :. v ).b murmured
.>, .' ¦/.»< if man Joe,'by »J|

r./ .'.'1 . ok j/ ff ij p I b% at '1.
«.»» too Wow, > <>o you kr.or/

^ i» »/»."'
» ',.< <«' i o» iii i ;.»;d r.o

f.i'i *'» t' « losfo '.'»./ v.n« »r),:r|»/j
*/, 11, b * b i * <. r 9* f i r. i fc / iij t r. k *j ' o

n.of/ilift* vj/ j f'-t'blr.g

looMng building which nnnouncrd
flamboyantly to all tihe world that thin
and none other was "Professor Moret-

,)a"c,nff Academy." Nor did they
!M°T ,al ,hc Professor himself. ad
\l8cd liy j»h«,ie 0( Rllrloi,-s intended
Ms t. was watching through a window.

n * '«<*only anxious that this
particular patron should arrive.

,ho car stopped. Morettl
Irn" I ? a Palo but strikingly hand-

» ! Wh? ate|ncd to bo one of Ins
assistants, she was disengaged. Sov- j
?h« ° or couples wore pirouetting <>n

ilHL VV*?» ' a fox ,rot being tho

,,?? ? ,1ho1mom<,nt. but this tutoress
bad clearly been kept In reserve. Mo-
. ettl now turned on her with a gleam
?LS,XCltem"nt- ,n h,H sinister-

CyW8' though la rue and
billlinnt. were set too closely together.
..i«. iUr^y. UP' ho fm,<l einphu t lea 11 y.
Kush Into somo pretty clothes. This

follow Just coming In has monev to
burn, \oure to bo his partner, see?
I)o you net me?"

^lrl languidly. She un¬
derstood. She wa3 merely a pawn In

.Kft,.ne' .
waa ber business to at-I

tract, to please, even to entice, ller
employer provided Paris froclts for
such special occasions, and paid her!
ftilrly well Into tho bargain. Tho im¬
plied contract was a sordid one. She
could not help that. It was a hard1
world; but she had to live.

Morettl. who could be both gracious
nnd superficially distinguished In man-I
nor when ho chose, received Morton
nnd his secretary with much unction.
Ho rallied John playfully on neglect-
ng his lessons, and reminded him that
ho was losing money each tlmo be

....
keep an appointment.

'That doesn't make any difference."
said .lohn. Indifferently. "When you
fool you want a check. Just let mv
secretary know and ho will attend to

A
\

A maid took his hat and stick, and
Morettl moved away by his side. At
that instant the door opened, and tho
girl who was to act as Instructress
came In. Charming and svelte as she
had looked in her street costume, she
was truly bewitching in an ultra-'
fashionable sown. She glanced idlv
rroin the two men to the secretary,
who happened to bo standing some-
what apart.
Simultaneously the light of recogni¬

tion dawned In her face and Drake's.
It was thus, after seven bitter years
of separation, that "Gertrude" met on<-e
more her old-time fiance. She saw the
gladness die out of the man's eves to
bo succeeded by a dull misery and
shamo that went to her woman's heart
Moving forward, with swift grace, she
held out her hand.

"Joe." she whispered, "is It really
you?"

"Yes, Gertrude." he said sadly. "I
am overjoyed at seeing vow, yet I
want to sink into tho eartlf*'
Her feminine tact came to the rescue.
Oh, don't lot us begin to weep about

the past the very moment we meet."
she said, with well-assumed lightness.
"We are both alive, anyhow, and that
is something to be thankful f«.r"

"Is it '."' muttered hor downcast )«>ver.
"I wonder!"
By this time, Moretti had n"t eed the

deeply interested talk between the two.
He frowned. John's careless remark
had enlightened him a-s to Drake's
position. Smothering his annoyance,
ho called Gertrude, introduced her to
her partner and succeeded In giving her'
a significant nudge.
Drake effaced himself as his employ¬

er whirled away in the dance. H^ went
out, and. to his surprise, found that
he was frankly delighted at having
encountered flertrude. He was walk¬
ing down the street, holding his h«^ad
high and indulging in day dreams,
when that same doubtful-looking per-
son who had noticed his departure in
the car met him face to fare.
Drake would have passed, but the

other stepped deliberately in front of
him and greeted him effusively. Clear-
ly, the secretary was startled. He Ig-
nored the outstretched hand, and tried!
to pass on with a casual nod. Hut
this disreputable acquaintance grabbed
him by the arm, and a hoarse voice
murmured in his ear:

"Sink me, Joe, if I ain't tickled to
death to find an old pal so well fixed.
You ain't goln" to try and put it over

that you have forgotten Wall-eyed Hill,
your old side-kick, are you? Comet
and have a drink. There's things you
and I have to talk about."
Drake, of course, should have de-

fsed this ghoul. Rut the fatal weak-!
ii'-ss in his character which had first
led to his downfall now urged hlrn
to temporize. He thought It best to
vJelH for the time. Some fhow of
cordiality, and the gift of a few dol-
lars. rnleht send Bill on his way re-

Job-ing. He glarired at his watch with
a pretense of consul ting it

"I find I have five minute* to spare
Hill," he said. "Come alor.g' I.et'n
find a saloon in a side *tr«-»t. It's as

much as my Job's worth to be seen

drinking #ln public at this hour of the
day."

"Goin' straight. *hv'' 'hu'Vtled Hill
"That's good. that'* ».v.» r'te'r.' way.
I'm glad to hear It."
He a'-corn ;»an led * . ? wo."!* . y *

hearty slap on 'l.e bt/ Vr. 1. .. if .>.»

hapless pigeon wh'eh »M* h*.w>» had
marked as legitimate p-*er C-vy 1*5 only
have peered Into the man'* rr,Ind he
would have found r *r*-1) there the
additional comment: "7e*. you are!
Not if I know It, anyhow."
The two selected a saloon in one

of those doubtful neighborhoods which1
v'-'-tn to be associated with fashionable'
horoughfares in much th'- same way
that barnacles cling to a ship. Drinks
were ordered. Drake insisted on pay¬
ing, but Hill did not seem to bo short
of money, and paid the waiter.

J'oor Drake tried to Impress his
'.ornpanlon with the responsibilities of
his new position, hoping that tho text,
Go thou and do likewise!" might take

root in even such unpromising soil.
When all was said and done, his heart
warmed a little to one who had been
his companion in the miseries and
mental torture of prison life.

A third nnd a fourth supply of liq¬
uor was consumed. Tho talk grew
confidential. In half an hour the un¬

fortunate Drake was nearly drunk.
At that unlucky crisis a row sprang

up In the bar. The bartender Inter¬
fered, and, In the course of the melee,
was thrown violently against Drake,
who, hardly conscious of what was go¬
ing on, assumed that he had been at¬
tacked. In a gust of anger he snatch¬
ed a bottle from the counter and.
struck the bareheaded man a violent
blow. The other fell at onco, with
blood streaming from his scalp.
The original row was now in full

swing, and no one paid any particular
heed to the bartender's misfortune.
Drake was still waving the bottle in
drunken fury when bis associate led
him to a back door and into an alley.
Them the Jailbird took the bottle from
Joe's hand and threw It away, forcing
the other to accompany him.
The two men presented a curious

epectac.le as they reached the mnin
street- the one, fashionably dressed,
having almost collapsed as l\e came
Into the fi«-eh air, while the other, an

obvious rufllnn, was apparently play¬
ing th<- part of tho <Jood Samaritan.
Drake never knew how he got home.

He managed to creep to his room, nnd
pl*.ad«-<j illness for the rest of the day.
.'.'ext morning/ when he met Burton at
breakfast, the latter was kindly so¬
il<:!toan to hie health. Drake nearly
yiel<)«»i »h*ri. He was bitterly con-
*'¦lo'<i of bin fall from graco, but re-
civ'l to make amends, nnd had re-
'Ov»/>d his pole* when he was called
. u «>,?. iri*phone

I >>* voir e of Wall-eyed Bill
. m r/,»; 11,11 I n « wire

/««..« you got into yesterday,

didn't you?" It ssld.
"What do you mean " inquired Drake*

ncr\ oiiMy.
"lliili! I '.Ike that! Kornntlrn every¬

thing. have >on" Sorry, **t«t sport, but
it's my painful duty to stir your gray I
mutter. Hike out Into the park and
meet me near the fountain In half an I
h«ur. Ami vat oh your step! It's the
chair for you thin time If you ain't
mighty i'ai*fMl!"
Making some excuse to his employer,

Drake went out. Ami the time came
all too soon when his prison frleml
showed him a newspaper with the
scare heads: "Bartender Slain In saloon
ltrawl! Murderer Unknown! Makes
ijooil His Ksoape!"
The black typo danced before

Drake's eyes. He was terrified.
"How does this concern me?" he

ask ed.
"You!" cackled Dill. "You croaked

that guy! I'p to now nobody but me
knows you done It, and I ain't goln" to
squeal on you, Joe. You bellevo that,
don't you?"
"What are you giving mo?" demand¬

ed Drake thickly.
Hill's manner changed Instantly.
"The straight spiel," he growled.

"Puttln' up the unconscious act, are
you? Don't you do It. If 1 split,'there's twenty fellers who snw you' In
that saloon, an' would pick you out of
a crowd. That guy Is dead all right. I
and you killed him. It don't make no
difference to me, one way or the other,
but you'll have to too the line and do
;»s 1 ell you. or I'll put my self rl^ht
with the cops and you go to the chair
for sure."
Drake had t«> accept the lamentable

t rui h.
"1 haven't much money," he faltered,

been at work only a couple of
weeks, but 1 mluht scrape up f 100."
The other laughed derisively.
"Search me!" lie gulTawed. "That

rich guy you're living with can cut up
bet ter'n that. Now, here's my ofTer.
Take It or leave It. The next time he
has a lot of dough In the house, put
me wise and I'll pouch It. It's dead
easy. No one will ever suspect you.
and I'll cot away West. Now, don't
cut up rough about it. \ou can't help
yourself. It's the only thing to <lo."
The unhappy secretary saw no other

way out of the dilllculty. Sick with
despair. he gave In. Just as on that
(list evil .lay. he had helped himself
to the hank's money, believing he
would repay the "loan" by the pro-
reeds of a fortunate gamble, he salved
his conscience now by the resolve to
work hard, save every cent, and repay
Burton In course of time.

II- knew that within the next few
flays his employer would withdraw
f:- Til the bank a fairly large sum with
which to purchase a small estate In
the country whither to retire for a
week-end when weary of the noise
nnd heat of the city, So, having made
the wretched compact, he crushed It
out of sicht until the time was ripe
for Its execution.
Being restless and unstrune. how¬

ever. he sought Gertrude. Hut, on call¬
ing at her home.a cheap apartment
house In the suburbs.he found that
she was not at home. Walklnc hack,
he saw Hurton's car approaching. He
recognized I? at once, of cours®. and
was speculating as to what business
had brought his employer to that part
of the city, when lie noticcd that Bur¬
ton was accompanied by a woman.
The two were seated In the closed
limousine.
Ho Drak» repressed his first Intent.

and did not slqtial the chauffeur. As
the car passed, he was astounded by
the discovery that Hurton's companion
was none other than Gertrude. In¬
stantly the demon of Jealousy whis¬
pered another reason why he should
fulfill Wall-Eyed Bill's behests.
A strange episode In John Burton's

life moved on now to its predestined
close with the merciless swiftness of
n Greek tragedy. Wholly unaware of
the two sordid situations which were
developing. Burton's own acts con¬
tributed to t lie denouement. «">n the
one hand. he obtained the money
from the hank, and actually set his
secretary to cheek the hills and see
If the amount was right: on the other,
his kindly nature led him to take the
pretty, but sad-eyed, dancing girl f->r
more than one airing In his car.

lie crew to like her. When away
from M«>rett I she became natural and
unaffected. The forced gayety of the
ballroom deserted her. She was Just
a shy. wistful and delightfully timid!
voting woman. In a word, her at¬
tributes were those most calculated to

appeal to a man of Burton's tempera¬
ment.

I'nfortunately, the girl did not con¬
fide In him altogether. Hail she done
so. at len?jt one chapter of this hlstorv
would never have been written. But
she was proud, and would not ask for
help, while the bitter experience of
by-gone years had hardened her to
the extent of believing that a man

seldom gave disinterested assistance
to a woman, especially a woman who
was young and pretty.
Moreover. Morettl held her In cruel

bondage. The crafty Italian knew that
.he girl's mother was now in Imminent
danger of death unless she was sent
speedily to n sanatorium In the West.
If Gertrude fell In with his plans, he
promised -her a sufficient sum of money
to relieve her of all anxiety in this
respect. But If she refused, she thereby
condemned her mother to t'hc grave
and herself to penury, as she would
l>e dismissed instantly from her post
In the academy, and was unfitted .by
lack of training to AH any other posi¬
tion. She argued, too, as Drake had
done, that Burton was rich, and would
suffer little, if any. Inconvenience from
the loss of a few thousand dollars, a
share of which ill-gotten plunder
would fall to her. T-.lfe as she had
known It had mercifully calloused her.
For all that, she loathed the under¬

taking. though she could not nerve
herself to he candid with her friend
and tell him of Morettl's wretched
scheme. The upshot of these despicable
plots came when the young millionaire
received the following letter:
"Dear Mr. Burton: I am In terrible

I rouble and want your advice. Will
vou come to me this cveninsr? Sin-
cerel v. GERTRUDE BROOK.
"The Apthorp, Apartment 21."
Tills iiiIbhIvg roncliftd him while n*

was actually working the. combina¬
tion of the safe to place the money In
It with which he was going to pur¬
chase the country estate. Drake was

watching him, and, in a fever of agon-
romorso, was on the* point of con-

fesslng everything but the telephone
bell rang, and Burton was summoned.
He left Gertrude's lMter on the ta¬

ble. Drake, hardly knowing what he
was doing, glanced at the handwrit¬
ing, which, somehow, seemed familiar.
Then he read, and his better Instincts
were forthwith submerged.

If Gertrude wax minded to bo that
sort, why should be worry because her
favored sweetheart was robbed of a
few thousand dollars? But ho could
not bear to meet, nurlon again, and
left some excuse with a servant as to
a pressing engagement.

Hence, bo did not know that tho real
estate agent through whom his em¬
ployer was acquiring tho country
property had naked that tho mon«}y
should bo brought lo bin olllce that
night to clone the d*ul and thus fore¬
stall other negotiation!*. Burton re¬
turned, took out the toll of bills, put
them In lila pocket, closed tho safe
and wont away In his cur. After
calling at lite agent's ofllce, lie went on
to the Apthorp, which was really Mo-
rcttl'H residence.
Ho was shown In, and found Ger¬

trude alone in an apartment so well
furnished that, had lie given the least

thought to the matter ho might well
have been suspicious.
Tho girl wiin very pale and exceed¬

ingly nervous. Her talk was ram¬
bling. anil who scorned rruily to drop
In iv faint. IikIcimI. Million was so

nhii'ipod as to her coiulttlou that he
ttit nod to son 1 oh for soino water.

At that Instant, tiertrude braced
herself for a supremo effort. She tore
her Mouse off one shoulder, let down
her hair and screamed loudly. Her
astounded visitor had Just, turned on
his heel when a door opened and .Mo-
ret 11 ran In. Italian held a re-
volvcr. and hifxXTferoclous expression
seem to show that ho would not
scruple to uso the weapon if necessary.

"So I've caught you, you woman
stealer! You!" ho shouted. "Hut you
can't get away with this sort of thing
here. Your night's work will cost
you dear."

But ho had not counted on the moral
or physical force of the man he meant
to victimize.
John stared cftolly both at him and

at tho wild-eyed, dlstract-looklug girl.
Then ho dropped his handkerchief to
the tloor.

lie had noticed that Moretti was
standing on a narrow rug, which
stretched to his own feet. Stooping
as '4011KI1 to pick up the handkerchief,
John caught the corners of the rug.I
and tugged violently. As he foresaw,
it slipped easily over the polished tloor!
and Moretti Awas thrown so violently
that his skull hit the floor with a force
which disposed of iiiiu for the test of
tho night.
Without a word to the cringing girl,

Murtou went out. lie drove home and
entered the house quietly. He was,
thinking of going straight to lits room
when the sound of a pistol shot
brought him quickly to the library.
Arrived there, he found Drake with

a revolver in his hand, and a man ly-
ing dead In front of the open safe.

Itiirton faced l>rake and then tho
whole truth came out. Drake made a
full confession. He tobl how lie had
been tempted, and had fallen; how a )
furious squabble had taken place when
Wall-eyed I'.lll discovered that the safe
was empty, and had accused him of
having "douhie-crossed" him. In the
struggle that followed, Drake had shot
Hill with tlie latter's gun.
So the troubled philanthropist, who

imagined at Hist that the faithful sec¬

retary had merely shot a burglar, was
faced now with a double record of In¬
tended treachery by two people whom
he had befriended.
He moved to the telephone and rail¬

ed for U10 police. As Drake heard the
fatal number, he shuddered and burst
out sobbing, knowing full well how his
record would go against him when
brought to trial. Hut he could hardly
believe his own cars when he heard
Hurton say at the phone:
"Von ha«l better send a man around

to my house. I've shot a burglar'"
Drake would have broken out into .n

protestation of gratitude, but Hurton
repulsed him.

"<i«-t out of my s'ghtV he prowled
scornfully: "I nev< r want to see or
hear «-f you aga. 11

"

The unhappy wretch slunk out of the
room, and the man of great wealth was
left alone with a corpse.

Truly, he might well a^k himself;
"Is humanity in th«* grip of evil?"

Knd of Second Kplsode t

TYPHOID WARNING
It it I ti m of Piikt I'riv Weeks I nrry I'e-

rnllnr Mrnnrr, Saj« Stnte
llonrii of Henlth.

The rains which have been delug-
ing Virginia in the last few weeks ;
may result In a sharp increase in tlio,
number of cases of typhoid fever, ac- |
cording to the State Hoard of Health.'
unless prompt precautions are taken
by all whose water supply is in danger
of possible pollution by overflow or
otherwise.
The late spring, health officers say,

gave Virginia the prospect of a fa¬
vorable typhoid year, but these pros¬
pects ar i fast being upset by continued
washing rains and the morbidity for
the year may exceed that of 1915 un¬
less individual householders and farm¬
ers protect themselves.
The rains, it appears, are peculiarlyfavorable to the spread of typhoid.In that they wash the filth into

streams, whence It may find its wayInto water supplies of different com¬
munities. < mi farms, also, where re¬
liance is placed on springs, heavy rains
sometimes choke up the ditches or
darn the spring branches and result
in overflow or backwater that may bo
dangerous. The board is strongly urg¬ing every farmer to watch his spring,and. if he finds the water muddy after
rains, either to use another spring or
to render the supply safe by properditching above and below the spring.Full directions for doing this have
been issued In printed form by the
board and may bo had free upon re¬
quest.
Of serious outbreaks of typhoid, tho

hoard reports few during the last
month, and none that could be classed
as genuine epidemics. All reporteooutbreaks have been Investigated byofficers of the board anil have been
tr.-tced to different causes In the var¬
ious localities affected. In some In¬
stances. the origin of tho disease was
relatively obscure and responsibility
was placed on what seemed to be
minor and overlooked factors In sanl-
tary protection.

BETTER ACPHTK <

PROGRAM IS ARRANGED
Kiclmiomrs Fourth Annual Trade

Week Is Set for August 7
to August 12.

Si: 1*1 IIS OK KNTKRTAINMENTS
Week of Knjoynhle Experiences I»

Promised to Merchants of jSouth.
Expenses Are Ilcfundctl to Those
Buying in This City.
An attractive and entertaining pro«

pram lias been arranged for the fourth
annual Better Acqi/alntanco Week, Au¬
gust 7 to August 12. Inclusive. The
acquaintance week Is hold under the
ausplccs of the Richmond Trade Ex¬
tension Bureau.

In a circular Issued to Southern mer¬
chants by the Trade Extension Bu¬
reau It Is stated that the Invitation
to at tend means moro than ever to
them, that it means more tn the lightof ke«Mi' r appreciation of common In¬
terests, more In educational advantagesoffered for better methods of mer-
chandlHmr. more in opportunities forprofitable buying, more in arrange-
incuts for social contact ami entertain¬
ment and more In the spirit of openhearted hospitality, a natural resultof growing friendship of former years.
From the standpoint of the visitingmerchants the conditions attached toBetter Acquaintance Week are few.

For the merchant who comes for en¬
tertainment and Instruction there will
be plenty of both, at no expense other
titan railroad fare and living. For the
merchant who will mix business an<3pleasure there is free transportation
to and from home. provided he buysfrom members of the Trade Extension
Bureau. The schedule is as follows:
$ r.on purchases by merchants from
points within 1 T>0 miles of Richmond;$1,000 purchases by merchants from
points between l r> 1 and 2."Q miles of
Richmond; $l,r»no purchases by mer¬
chants from points more than 2r>l
mil»s of Richmond. One-half of the
round-trip fare will be refunded to
merchants whose purchases amount to
one-half of ih<- schedule given above.
\\ i:i;k or kviova hi.k

KM'KltlM.X KS IMIOJIISKD
Better Acquaintance Week will be

a week of enjoyable experiences, a
mixing of pleasure and business, a
conference for the exchange of ideas,
a convention for the consideration of
plans to meet new conditions of com¬
merce. a brief vacation offering enter¬
tainment and recreation and the tak¬
ing on of a -u»w commercial vision.
The program will be as follows:

Monday, \umi«i 7. t> I*. >1.
I.vrii Theater. Ninth and Broad

Si reels.Vaudeville
'I'neMlay. V, S:30 P. M.

J c ffo r " n Hotel Auditorium, Main
and Jefferson Streets.Cabaret, con-
iert. dan * ti t. refreshments.

\\ imInrodnv. Almost it. 11-1(1 P. M.
Boat trip < wharf foot of Main Street)

¦ ' . w11 it e hi>t ric James Stop at
"Varlna." Barhe- ue, stunts, games, re -

fri- -h meni > icind roncert
Thursday. AilKrimt IO, RilS P. >1.
Hotel Richmond, Ninth and Grace

Streets Cballrooin ).l.ecture. "How to
Speed I'p, Turn -Over and Increase
Earning Capacity of Your Business."
l \ Frank S.to< lidale. System Maga¬
zine
W A. Clarke. Jr. secretary Retail

Merchant:'' Am elation. will speak.
Subject. "< iruaniz it ion."

Frldny-Saliirdny, Aimu«t J1-12.
Picture shows, baseball and enter¬

tainment by Individual tlrms.

| PIMPLES COVERED
BABHJACE

Back and Chest Also Broke Out.
Greatly Disfigured. Cried

Constantly. Completely
HEALED BY CUTICURA
SOAPAND OINTMENT
"My baby's face first began breaking

out in small pimples and in a short time
it was covered, looking dark and ashy.We tried several remedies, but nothingdid much g'i«d, and his back and chest
also broke out. His fare was greatly dis¬
figured and itched and terrified him a
great deal, and his clothes irritated him.
The eruption made him very crom ar>d
irritable and he cricd constantly,"He had the trouble months before I
used Cutkura Soap and Ointment Theyrelieved him in a few days and he was
completely healed in about two weeks,and 1 only used one box of Cuticura
Soan and Ointment." (Signed) Mrs.
E. M. Love, 1 )ougJasville, Ga., Mar.
13, 1916.

Sample Each Free by Mail
With 32-p. Skin Book on request. Ad¬dress post-card: "Cuticura, Dept. T,Boston." Sold throughout the world.

The Glory of
Motherhood

Your9 19 the privilege
to watch and cherish your
baby's life by patient,
tireless devotion hour by
hour.and day by day.
Yours is the wonderful
reward that comes when
that little life flourishes.
Above all, yours is the

duty to see that his food
is right, for the food mat¬
ters more than all else.
Nurse your baby.of course. If you can't.wean him on

(A Complete Food Not a Milk Modifier)
He will not feel the chance, becauso

Meatld's la ao like mother's milk.
Don't try to wean yourbaby on rawcow'a milk, The shock of the treatchange from mother's milk to raw cow'amilk Is too great for the tiny atomach.Cow'a milk is meant for calvea, notbablea, and Is heavy with Indigestiblecurd. More sickness, diphtheria, scarletfever and above all.summer complaintIs carried to babies In cow'a milk thanIn any other way.

Keep your baby aafe. Bring himthrough the delicate time to strong,happy childhood with the help ofNestl6'a Food.l
In Neatl6'a you get the best cow'smilk, from ssnitary dairies,. purifiedand modified so that It suits your baby.

It comes to you a dry powder In anair-tig!.t can. Yon adil or.ly pure freshwater.boil nnd it's ready.ready tobuild lime, b.ouj, muscle and brain for
your baby.
Sent! tha coupon for a FREE TrialPack-i^n of IJ frrrh nf** an 1/ a book aboutbabies by »peci/i/iats.

Nf.STLt'S FOOD COMPANY
147 Woolworth Building, New York
Hen«e send me PRRB your book andtrial package.
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